Prompts to keep questions open by withholding answers
Our job as teachers is not to provide students with answers, so much as to improve the quality of their learning and understanding. If they can work out the answers for themselves, without us jumping in too quickly with the answer, we will have developed stronger learning in our students. Here are some examples of phrases you could use to help develop that stronger learning.  

	Opening Phrases:
	Turn to and name different students:

	· Is that right? What makes you so sure?

· What other information would help you sort out this problem?

· If they were allowed to guess anything, what would you say?

· What’s the strength/weakness in your point?

· What do you think the main argument from others will be about that view?


	· What do you think?

· What’s the matter with that idea?

· What are the strengths/weaknesses in her/her point?

· What do you think of his/her point?

· What convinces you that they are right/wrong?

· Which do you think best explains it? – his or her answer?

· Can anyone suggest how you could check it out?

	When they look for guidance:
	Stronger Provocation:

	· I’m not sure of the answer myself… any ideas?

· Don’t look at me… I don’t know… what do you think?

· That could be possible, but what if…?

· Good point… I think… but hang on… what about?


	· Is he/she right or wrong? You’re either with them or against them!

· Come on… if what you are saying is right then how come…?

· I don’t know… I thought you understood, but now you’re trying to tell me…

· You’re kidding…. You reckon…

· Yeah right…. No way (said in humour)

· Nicely though through…. It could be wrong but nicely explained either way!

	Be non-confrontational:
	If a student laughs at another answer:

	· That’s a good argument/way of putting it

· I wouldn’t tell you even if I knew

· That sounds possible to me…. But I’m still not completely convinced

· Remember there could be many ways to answer this

· I think I’m changing my mind here… run that past me again

· Are you happy with that answer?
	· Oh… do you think so… that answer sounds ok to me, what’s the problem?


